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Abstract: This paper contends with circulating discourses surrounding the problem of “crime” in South Africa.  While many found critiques of South Africa based on statistical analysis, these treatments obscure the larger problem of poverty that is the result of neo-liberal economic structures and consequent economic marginalization. Furthermore, a concentration only on crime has prohibited a proper emphasis on human rights to develop, which may be beneficial in helping to relieve South Africa of its duress.
This past fall, on September 2nd, I was driving home from school and, as usual, listening to PRI’s “The World.”  On this particular day, “The World’s Lisa Mullins was interviewing Archbishop Desmond Tutu about the recent annual crime statistics report issued by The South African Police Service.  When referring to South Africa’s crime levels he laments, “What's happened to us?  Perhaps we didn't realize just how apartheid damaged us so that we seem to have lost our sense of right and wrong” (http://www.theworld.org).  The BBC also did a story about Tutu’s concern about crime adding, “He [Tutu] is worried about crime - the high murder rate, the rape of children, and the cold-blooded, gratuitous killing of motorists whose cars are hijacked” (http://news.bbc.co.uk).  Desmond Tutu’s worry for the well-being of the South African people and the horrors from mass violence is palpable.  What has happened to Desmond Tutu’s “Rainbow Nation?”  Where do crime and the constitutional right of security fit into the story of a people healing from the woes of an apartheid history?  
Desmond Tutu is not the only one concerned with crime levels in South Africa.  During her show The Child Rape Episode Oprah comments on South Africa’s rape statistics by saying, "It is almost impossible for us to imagine the frequency in which these horrific crimes happen not only to women but also especially to the children” (http://www2.oprah.com).  Abundant crime in South Africa is also a concern of the new United States Ambassador to South Africa, Eric Bost.  "I look at things somewhat simplistically on occasion and the issue for me is this: who is going to be interested in spending a significant amount of money coming here on holiday, to have a good time, when you're concerned about the possibility of getting hurt,” was what the Ambassador told the Sunday Times (http://www.sundaytimes.co.za). 
South African businesses are also deeply concerned with the rate of crime. The World Bank's most recent Investment Climate Survey claimed that “30 percent of enterprises in South Africa rated crime as a major or very severe constraint to investment, making it one of the four most frequently mentioned concerns” (http://www.irinnews.org). There has been a coalition of businesses that have formed in conjunction with South Africa’s government to combat crime. “Business Against Crime,” states that, crime must be diminished “to develop our wonderful country to its full potential” (http://www.bac.co.za/).   The Finance and Tourism director of South Africa, Lynne Brown, says that crime against tourists is regrettable and that "It not only drives tourists' to spend away from South Africa, but also from the communities that need the income the most” (http://www.int.iol.co.za)
 
Other sectors have expressed anxiety about South African crime as well. Fédération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA) officials are also concerned about South Africa’s crime rates as South Africa begins plans to host the 2010 World Cup.  Reuters reports that, “There have been rumors that the world governing body might move the tournament, the first World Cup to be held in Africa, to Australia if it appeared that South Africa was not making sufficient progress”
(http://sports.yahoo.com/sow/news).  To address this South African government has pledged $490.5 million to fight the crime.  According to The South African Finance Minister Trevor Manue, “Emphasis would be placed on beefing up the criminal justice system and recruiting an additional 10,000 police officers to help tackle rampant crime” (http://biz.yahoo.com).  The United States Ambassador to South Africa, Eric Bost, says he “Wants his country to map out strategies with South Africa so as to get enough police on the streets to combat and win crime” (http://news.yahoo.com).
The ANC government has come under much scrutiny for how it is facing the crisis of crime.  While some steps have been taken to combat the problem at the request of outside sources, there is still much to be done.  President Thabo Mbeki, several government ministers, and senior government officials recently met at the request of religious leaders to discuss the issues of crime and violence in the South African society.  They agreed that “There is a need for a national partnership bringing together all sectors of society to wage a concerted campaign against crime.  The primary theatre of this partnership should be at the local level and must cover areas such as strengthening Community Policing Forums and general community and stakeholder co-operation with local police stations” (http://www.thepresidency.gov.za).   Religious leaders agreed, “To continue to work within communities to strengthen the fight against crime which involves addressing perceptions about incidents of crime in the country lest we run the risk of losing what we have gained in a society.” (http://www.thepresidency.gov).  In a speech the president emphasized that all areas of government must cooperate to ensure a better quality of life for all.  He illustrated this by saying, “While we acknowledge that there is a serious problem with the levels of crime in the country, South Africans must work together to deal with this problem and people should not stand by and complain” (http://www.info.gov.za).  The government’s lack of enthusiasm toward combating crime is illustrated in an ANC “report card” under the category of crime prevention and clean governance by saying, “the ruling party got just one out of 10 compared with four out of 10 last year. The biggest mishap was most probably the minister of safety and security's statement in Parliament that people who complain about crime should either stop complaining or leave the country"(http://www.mg.co.za).  It is clear that, although there has been some rhetoric aimed at combating crime, there is still much to be done.
There is little question, then, that crime has taken center stage in discussions of South Africa’s political state of affairs.  The persistent focus on crime as the prevailing political discussion, however, often conceals a more complex political situation that exists underneath the table. Although South Africa’s crime statistics are staggering, the statistics have stayed relatively the same and in some areas have been reduced over the past five years.  In fact, the statistics have only recently gained national attention.  The statistics can be seen in the South African Police service crime report. (http://www.saps.gov.za)
 South African Police Service

Crime in the RSA for April to March 2001/2002 to 2005/2006

	

	                                                                  2001/2002 2002/2003 2003/2004 2004/2005 2005/2006

	Murder                                                       21,405       21,553      19,824        18,793        18,545

	Rape                                                          54,293       52,425      52,733        55,114        54,926

	Attempted murder                                     31,293       35,861       30,076        24,516        20,553

	Assault with the intent to inflict bodily harm264,012 266,321    260,082       249,369      226,942

	Common assault                                       261,886   282,526     280,942       267,857     227,553

	Robbery with aggravating circumstances 116,736   126,905     133,658       126,789     119,726

	Common robbery                                       90,205    101,537       95,551         90,825       74,723

	

	Indecent assault                                          7,683       8,815         9,302          10,123          9,805

	Kidnapping                                                 4,433         3,071        3,004            2,618           2,320

	Abduction                                                    3,132       4,210          4,044            3,880          3,345

	Neglect and ill-treatment of children          2,648        4,798         6,504            5,568           4,828

	Culpable homicide                                    10,944      11,202        11,096         11,995        12,415

	Public violence                                              907         1,049             979             974           1,044

	Carjacking (subcategory of aggravated robbery)15,846 14,691 13,793          12,434         12,825

	Truck hijacking (subcategory of aggravated robbery)3,333 986      901               930              829

	Bank robbery (subcategory of aggravated robbery) 356 127            54                  58               59

	aggravated robbery)                                238              374               192                220             385

	Robbery of cash in transit (subcategory of

	aggravated robbery) -                                                 9,063          9,351          9,391           10,173

	Robbery at residential premises (subcategory of

	aggravated robbery) -                                                   5,498         3,677         3,320             4,387

	Robbery at business premises (subcategory of

	Arson                                                           8,778       9,186          8,806           8,184            7,622

	Malicious damage to property                 145,451      157,070     158,247       150,785      144,265

	Crimen injuria                                            60,919       63,717        59,908        55,929         44,512

	Burglary at residential premises             302,657       319,984     299,290       276,164      262,535

	Burglary at business premises                 87,114          73,975      64,629        56,048         54,367

	Theft of motor vehicle and motorcycle     96,859         93,133       88,144       83,857         85,964

	Theft out of or from motor vehicle          199,282       195,896      171,982      148,512      139,090

	Stock-theft                                               41,635         46,680        41,273        32,675         28,742

	Illegal possession of firearms and ammunition15,494 15,839       16,839        15,497         13,453

	Drug-related crime                                  52,900          53,810        62,689        84,001        95,690

	Driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs 24,553 22,144       24,886       29,927         33,116

	All theft not mentioned elsewhere         576,676        620,240      606,460      536,281      432,629

	Commercial crime                                  58,462          56,232        55,869        53,931        54,214

	Shoplifting                                              68,404          69,005        71,888        66,525        64,491

	


Why has the crime issue gained so many acknowledgements over the past year?  Is it that the crime has crept into the lives of the white suburban areas?   Is it that it now is affecting western owned businesses?  Is it because the tourists do not feel safe?  Is it because with the World Cup coming up it has gained attention?  Isn’t it, after all, the poor black communities that are overwhelmingly the victims of these violent crimes and have been the victims since the existence of the apartheid government?   Isn’t the personal security that the constitution guarantees being violated mostly in poorer black communities?  Many marginalized citizens are concerned with crime, says Ndungane. "We read in our papers and magazines, hear on our radios and see on our TVs, every day, at least one report where a woman or child has been injured or killed, usually by a member of their family or community”(http://www.int.iol.co.za).  In recent news it has been reported that, “The daughter of one of South Africa’s best-known jazz musicians has been found bludgeoned to death near Cape Town.  Her eyes had been gouged out” (http://www.timesonline.co.uk).  The Treatment Action Campaign’s General Secretary Sipho Mthathi said, “Of the more than 55 000 rape cases reported in 2005, only 7 percent of cases were successfully prosecuted.  This is an injustice. It sends a message to communities that rape is not a serious crime and that the survivors of rape, who are usually women, do not matter” (http://thoughtmenagerie.wordpress.com).  The Institute for Democracy in South Africa, the Centre for Democratic Development, and the University of Michigan has created a survey asking what their main concerns are that they would like the government to address.  Unemployment, housing, crime, poverty, and AIDS were the top five responses.  (http://www.idasa.org.za/)
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 While the poorer black Africans are by far the biggest victims of crime in South Africa, the white population are the faction rating crime as a high priority.  Africans and “coloured” list jobs, housing, and poverty as a high priority.  In remarks delivered at a Conference Towards the New South Africa, May 2005, the speaker noted that, “It is quite clear that Mbeki needs to address the poverty issue and its related issues of crime, unemployment, education and housing, if his government and the ANC is going to maintain support from their base, which includes labor, humanitarian and civil society groups, religious groups and so forth” (http://www.international.ucla.edu).  Carole Njoki from the Training for Peace Programme of Pretoria claims that, “The root cause of violence in South Africa has not changed much since the apartheid era and the current high rate of violent crime is just as related to economic and social marginalization as it was during the 1980s”( http://www.idrc.ca).  While western leaders see crime as something to “fight and win,” hindrances to tourism, and a problem for hosting sporting events, the humanitarian groups and the poorer blacks, who are by far the central victims of the crimes, view the human rights violation of poverty as the center of the South African problem.  The preoccupation with crime as a single-source issue in South African politics is the consequence of listening only to those with “interests” in the matter and masks a more complicated economic and social reality at the base. While crime is a crisis in South Africa, it also battles one of the highest rates of income inequality in the world.  The marginalized South Africans look to socio-economic rights as the premier political issue while the white population focuses almost exclusively on security rights.  As we all know, however, division in South Africa is not a new phenomenon.  

Looking back to Tutu’s words, we may begin to uncover how crime, poverty, and the marginalization of apartheid are interlinked. “What’s happened to us?  Perhaps we didn't realize just how apartheid damaged us so that we seem to have lost our sense of right and wrong” (http://www.theworld.org). Understanding marginalization is important to understanding violence in South Africa.  South Africa had an openly racist white minority ruling government until the end of apartheid in 1994.  As the UN notes, “This system of institutionalized racial discrimination defied the principles of the United Nations Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights” (http://www.un.org).  The basic dignity and respect for human life and equality was intentionally disregarded.  Many black leaders fought to regain the dignity of their people and often found themselves in prison or killed.  The international community was not innocent in this openly racist government.  It was not until the downfall of Communism that countries such as the United States were willing to admit that what South Africa was doing was a gross violation of human decency.  The end to this government came only when, as Risse and Sikkink describe in The Power of Human Rights: International Norms and Domestic Change, a “power of principles” took place. This change, “Resulted in a sanctions regime which had powerful effects on the availability of material resources to the South African government” (9).  These sanctions overpowered the South African government leaving them no choice but to step away from an apartheid rule.   
Human Rights language then began the socialization process into South Africa.   In her book, Between Vengeance and Forgiveness, Martha Minow describes the start of the new process of integration in the society by stating, “Imprisoned for twenty-seven years for his political work, the freed Nelson Mandela then helped to negotiate the peaceful end of South Africa’s apartheid” (52).  During these negotiations the government was faced with the question of how they were going to deal with the horrible crimes that took place under apartheid.  In keeping with the African tradition of “Ubuntu” or humanness, the negotiations, “Made it urgent to establish human rights during the transition, and to help the entire nation to confront its past” (p9).  A year after Nelson Mandela was elected South Africa's first black President the government created a Truth and Reconciliation Commission.  In order to deal with the atrocity of apartheid the commission took the approach of restorative justice by granting amnesty to perpetrators in trade for truth.  When Archbishop Desmond Tutu, who headed the TRC, was asked about the lack of justice in the approach of the TRC he replied, “Retributive justice is largely western. The African understanding is far more restorative not so much to punish as to redress or restore a balance that has been knocked askew” (p81).  When dealing with the issue of crime against so many, the response was one of a healing nature. 

 In December 1996 the Constitutional Assembly signed into law a constitution that made human rights its top priority.  The South African constitution is held as a shining example throughout the world. The Preamble focuses on healing the marginalization that the country faced and upholding human rights norms by stating, 
We, the people of South Africa, Recognize the injustices of our past; Honor those who suffered for justice and freedom in our land; Respect those who have worked to build and develop our country; and Believe that South Africa belongs to all who live in it, united in our diversity. We therefore, through our freely elected representatives, adopt this Constitution as the supreme law of the Republic so as to ​Heal the divisions of the past and establish a society based on democratic values, social justice and fundamental human rights. (http://www.saps.gov.za)
Human Rights language had penetrated South Africa by the mid 90s. Many Human Rights organizations became part of South Africa such as The Human Rights

commission, The Centre for Human Rights: University of Pretoria, Centre for the Study of Violence & Reconciliation, Human Rights Committee, Human Rights Institute of South Africa and The South African National NGO Coalition Lawyers for Human Rights, just to name a few.  Needless to say, many South Africans who had been so marginalized in the past were given hope that they would soon see themselves not as oppressed but as human beings with the dignity that the constitution guarantees all citizens.  

The constitution guarantees the citizens of South Africa socio-economic rights.  Some of these rights include: the right to health, food and nutrition, social security, housing, education, and land.  The South African Human Rights Commission recently released its annual Economic and Social Rights report addressing all of these rights.  
             Land rights have been a highly controversial subject in South Africa.  A European overview of South Africa’s land notes that, “More than 3.5 million people were forcefully removed between 1960 and 1983 alone. The government views land reform as part of a strategy to uplift the rural poor and give them access to the mainstream economy, while at the same time guaranteeing the constitutional protection of property rights” (http://ec.europa.eu).  According to the South Africa Human Rights Commission report, “It is commonly accepted that only an estimated 3% of the 30% of agricultural land the government had targeted to deliver in five years has been transferred” (http://www.sahrc.org.za).  Many claim that the neo-liberal, market-based policies adopted by the government in the 1990s are threatening the social security that the government is intending to provide.  According to the Landless Peoples Movement, “The majority of black South Africans still live without land. The roots of this inequality lie in the country’s history of colonialism and racist apartheid policies and are now exacerbated by the policies of the IMF and World Bank” (http://www.waronwant.org).  
               Section 26 of the Constitution of South Africa provides for the right that all citizens have access to adequate housing.  South Africa faces a major challenge in regard to upholding its citizens’ rights to adequate housing. The human rights commission report notes that the problems with housing “Are exacerbated by other social and economic conditions such as joblessness and lack of income. These factors make more people depend on the State, which has limited resources, for the realization of the right to access adequate housing” (http://www.sahrc.org.).  

The right of everyone to have access to health care services is in several sections of the Bill of Rights of the Constitution such as, 27 (1) (a), 24 (a) and 12.  South Africans are not being given their constitutional right to health care.  Often times AIDS patients are turned away from clinics because of the stigma of the virus.  Mainly, however, the country does not have the funds to deal with the health issues that the country faces.  Drug companies often make disease fighting drugs un-affordable for the poor.  The Human Rights Commission report states that, “The poor standard of living of a large segment of the population, coupled with the slow pace of response to the AIDS pandemic, has resulted in over two million people dying of AIDS in South Africa” (http://www.sahrc.org.za).  The report concludes that, on the subject of health care, “It is doubtful that the country will meet the Millennium Development Goals targets or those set by the United Nations General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS or under regional and international agreements” (http://www.sahrc.org.za)

Section 27 (1) (b) of the Constitution states that everyone has the right to have access to sufficient food.  Section 28 (1) (c) guarantees the right to basic nutrition for children, and section 35 (2) (e) provides for the right of every detainee to adequate nutrition.  The South Africa Human Rights Commission finds that, “35% of the population in South Africa is estimated to be vulnerable to food insecurity” (http://www.sahrc.org.za).  This is easy to understand as South Africa has such a large amount living in poverty.  The report confirms this by saying, “This situation is worsened by social and economic factors such as poverty, HIV/AIDS, unemployment, problems in accessing social grants, and rising costs of basic foodstuffs” (http://www.sahrc.org.za).

Social security in South Africa is a right stated in section 27 of the constitution.  South Africans, however, are not being granted the much needed social security that is guaranteed in the constitution.  The Human Rights Commission report finds that, “There are critical issues that the State needs to address as a matter of urgency if is to avoid a crisis. Some of these issues are: poverty; the expanded Public Works Program versus the Basic Income Grant; and Orphans and Vulnerable Children” (http://www.sahrc.org.za).

Section 29 of the Constitution also guarantees the right to basic education.  While South Africa has made progress in providing education there is still much to be done.  The effects of apartheid education are still as apparent as ever.  Rebecca Harrison reports that, “12 years after the collapse of apartheid and its segregated school system -- which created white schools with top-class facilities but left black schools chronically under-funded -- classrooms are as unequal as ever” (http://www.mg.co.za).  The Human Rights Commission report finds that, “It is clear that the budget has not addressed sufficiently the plight of the poor, particularly learners at farm schools and in the deep rural areas” (http://www.sahrc.org.za).  In the South Africa Human Rights Commission’s ten-year review of human rights, it concludes that, “Poverty Prevents Rights” (http://www.sahrc.org.za).  The annual report confirms this.  As stated in review of the socio-economic rights laid out in South Africa’s constitution, many of the rights cannot be guaranteed because of the economic, or poverty, situation that the country faces. 
  South Africa’s human rights are not being realized and marginalization continues.  The Human Sciences Research Council presented a report in 2001 stating that “The proportion of people living in poverty in South Africa has not changed significantly between 1996 and 2001. However, those households living in poverty have sunk deeper into poverty and the gap between rich and poor has widened” (http://www.polity.org).  President Thabo Mbeki refers to these contrasts as, “Two economies, a vibrant first world economy and the much larger informal rural and urban economy where poverty is still rife” (http://www.dfid.gov.uk).  
Many South African citizens believed that their lives would change after the end of apartheid rule.  They believed that at last their overwhelming marginalization would come to an end.  They believed that their human rights would be upheld.  The result of the on-going marginalization and lack of human rights has resulted in the only response the victims feel they are left with… crime.  As Dr. Nassar points out in his book Globalization and Terrorism the answer to disappointment is often violence, he states, “Social scientists have identified the gap between expectations and achievements as a major contributor to violence.  This theory is known as “relative deprivation” (14).  Where can angered South Africans look to put the blame for their marginalization and invisible rights? 
The South Africa Human Rights Commission’s ten-year review of human rights says that, “The next decade needs to look at the role of human rights in the private sector” (http://www.sahrc.org.za).  In a journal article titled Toward the Rights of the Poor, Mark Engler lists criticisms of human rights language.  One of the criticisms is that, “Not only does human rights discourse lack a systemic vision, it actually condones methodical violation of human dignity by legitimating the societies and systems responsible for making the fulfillment of basic human needs inaccessible to the majority of the people” (7).   This can be seen in South Africa.  As the U.S. based NGO Jubilee claims, “The big transnational corporations, the governments of the North and the international institutions, including the World Bank, International Monetary Fund and World Trade Organization, are working with new elites in the South to perpetuate the process whereby the rich get richer at the expense of the poor getting poorer” (http://www.jubileeusa.org).   An article in The Guardian, illustrates the relationship by saying, 

Hertz teaches companies how to be smart and avoid the frictions that surface when corporate interests conflict with private life… the political right is not necessarily wrong.  Then they stand on the “Make Poverty History” stage and call for poverty to be put at the top of the agenda. There is, as far as some of the Make Poverty History organizers are concerned, no contradiction: the new consensus denies that there's a conflict between ending poverty and business as usual. (http://www.guardian.co.uk)
President Bush also seems implicated in this “two economy” relationship.  Upon a visit to South Africa, he addressed the President explaining his commitment to the country by saying, “We look forward to working with Mr. President to alleviate suffering… We're also working to expand trade, which I believe is the key to Africa's economic future…. We also share a fundamental commitment to the spread of peace and human rights and liberty” (http://www.whitehouse.gov).  Multinational corporations and foreign governments believe that they are the solution to Africa’s problem of poverty and not the cause.
          History can be traced to connect the relationship between South Africa’s neo-liberal induced poverty which has ultimately resulted in high crime rates.  In 1994, South Africa’s government inherited an almost bankrupt state and had to transform its apartheid institutions to better cater to the needs of all citizens rather than the needs of a privileged minority.  Although the post-apartheid government took a “non-western” stance during its restorative process guided by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, the new ANC adopted the western elements of the neo-liberal agenda in the first post-apartheid national economic program called the "Reconstruction and Development Program.”  The program was meant to help rebuild the lives of those who suffered in the poverty brought about by the apartheid government.  According to an article titled, What Went Wrong in the New South Africa by Andrew Nowicki, The Reconstruction and Development program, “Was rapidly abandoned in favor of a purely neo-liberal program called the Growth, Employment and Redistribution (GEAR) program in 1996 due to the growing influence of the neo-liberals in the ANC” (http://www.zmag.org).  Elected in 1999, South Africa's President, Thabo Mbeki, was an advocate of neo-liberal policies and was one of the main political forces behind the adoption of GEAR.  Nowick goes on to explain that, “Although GEAR promised 120,000 new formal sector jobs in its first year of implementation South Africa lost more than 100,000 formal sector jobs by the end of GEAR's first year” (http://www.zmag.org.  Many believe that there are harmful affects due to the government’s pro-privatization strategy and have formed an Anti-Privatization Forum.  Nowick explains the effect that such a forum had on the government by saying, “The chairperson for the APF, Trevor Ngwane, is a former ANC member who was expelled from the party for opposing its privatization policies. He was arrested and held without bail in 2002 for protesting outside Jo'burg Mayor Masondo's property” (http://www.zmag.org). In 2005, the Mbeki Government of South Africa agreed to a Programme of Action which sets out their plans for reducing the gap between the formal and informal economies.  “The program includes promoting investment and competition, addressing crime, security and the justice system and improving basic services such as health care, education, housing and food security” (http://www.anc.org.za). Recently, the ANC government has introduced the “Black Economic Empowerment Program” to fight poverty in South Africa.  This process encourages white-owned firms to voluntarily surrender large equity to black businessmen.   According to the Wall Street Opinion Journal, Robert Guest tells how this program will not likely benefit the many poor Africans that need the help the most by stating, “The blacks who have been "empowered" have largely been senior members of the ruling African National Congress. The bulk of the "empowerment" seems to involve just four very rich men, three of them contenders for the presidency in 2009, when Thabo Mbeki stands down” (http://www.opinionjournal.com).  The Nobel Peace laureate, Desmond Tutu confirmed the finding saying, “Attempts to boost black economic ownership were only benefiting an elite minority” (http://news.bbc.co.uk).  South Africans continue in the battle against marginalization.
The policy of racial segregation served to guarantee the political and economic power of the white minority. To this day, South Africa has to deal with the consequences of this disastrous policy.  With the ushering in of the ANC and its noble leader Nelson Mandela, came a hope that South Africans had never before felt.  They were, for the first time, treated as human beings who had dignity.  The Truth and Reconciliation Commission helped to foster that new found hope.  The victims of the apartheid government were allowed to tell their stories in the hopes that with truth telling comes the start of a miraculous healing of a nation so badly bruised by the unthinkable act of apartheid.  Their government now shared the face of its citizens.  Leaders from around the world looked to the fight of South Africa as courageous and inspirational.  Even if all the details of South Africa’s history are not known to someone, the face of Nelson Mandela means something subconsciously good and right.  The signing of the new constitution guaranteeing so many much needed human rights only went to show that this “thing” was there to stay.  It was legal.  The country now had the duty to uphold the rights of its citizens.  Their human rights, however, are not being upheld.  South Africa still has one of the highest rates of income inequality in the world.  For many South Africans, the expectations that the “Ubuntu” government had predicted are a story of the past.  Citizens look as numerous sectors makes claims that the economy is rising, yet they are still left to fend for food in dumps.  Dan Ncobe describes his life as it is lived off a dump by saying, "I just can't turn away and commit some crime” (http://www.npr.org).

The crime statistics of South Africa are overwhelming.  It has been referred to on occasion as the “rape” or “murder capital of the world.”  And as Dan Ncobe stands at a dump which he relies on for food, one is amazed at his strength as he says he just cannot commit crime.  Crime, it seems, as the only viable option for survival for so many.  As people who have faced marginalization at such amazing rates, it is easy to understand how that same ugliness can foster into crimes of aggression.
South Africa is preparing to host the 2010 World Cup.  It is planning to line its streets with more police to fight crime.  The country is said to be saving $ 2 billion to host such an event.  The US Ambassador is working beside the South African Government to “fight and win” against crime.  One has to wonder where that restorative justice is that the oppressed South Africans were so ready to doll out to those who victimized them.  Where is that $2 billion dollars for those who are so desperately in need?  It has recently been reported by ABC news that, “A hospital building program in South Africa has been delayed to help pay for the country's hosting of the 2010 football World Cup” (http://www.abc.net).  Are South Africans really supposed to understand that the dollars from wealthy tourist will help benefit their communities?  Are the poor South Africans expected to think that the big businesses are there to take care of them? 
It is clear that South Africans are lashing out with crime.  Yet, their economic situation and marginalization have stimulated the problem of crime.  Couple that with the realization that the hopes of the “Ubuntu” South Africa are not coming true and the results are enhanced.  On July 9th, 1992 in a letter to the former apartheid president of South Africa, De Klerk,  Mandela writes, “At the root of the violence is apartheid and its legacy” (http://www.anc.org.za).  These words could still be said today as we watch the marginalization of so many erupt into mass violence.

            South Africa’s story is not new.  The world is experiencing more and more human rights violations due to neo-liberal, market-based economies.  South Africa’s story is not over.  Desmond Tutu’s “Rainbow Nation” can come to fruition.  As the world sees more and more stories like that of South Africa, surely there will be a global response.  I believe that South Africa will obtain its goal of human rights, but it will be part of a global collective that affects positively the lives of not only South Africans but of many whose human rights are being stolen in the name of the market.
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